Damhead & District Community Council – Objection to the Proposed Inclusion of SUB047 in MLDP2
The Damhead & District Community Council, on behalf of our residents, strongly objects to the proposed allocation of site SUB047 within the Midlothian Local Development Plan 2 (MLDP2).
1. Excessive and Unsustainable Scale of Development
More than 800 new homes have already been built or approved in the Damhead/Bilston area. The addition of a further 400 units on SUB047 represents a disproportionate and unsustainable level of growth for what remains a predominantly rural community.
Local services are already at breaking point:
· GP surgeries are oversubscribed,
· Primary schools and childcare facilities are operating at full capacity with long waiting lists, and
· Public transport and community infrastructure are under significant strain.
SUB047 is not an infill site—it is surrounded entirely by productive agricultural land and would constitute outward sprawl into the countryside.
2. Conflict with the Damhead Local Place Plan
Our Local Place Plan (LPP) was developed through extensive community engagement and reflects the needs and aspirations of our residents. The proposed development directly contradicts the agreed spatial strategy and priorities set out in the LPP. Approving SUB047 would undermine the integrity and purpose of the community-led planning process.
3. Concerns Regarding the Proposed Relief Road
There are already grave concerns within the community about the necessity and justification for the proposed relief road, which appears to offer minimal benefit relative to its substantial cost.
Improvements linked to Easter Bush are already being addressed through the new Easter Bush roundabout, reducing the need for further expensive road infrastructure. Investment would be far better directed toward essential services that Midlothian urgently needs.
4. Housing Land Supply
The stated requirement of 8,871 homes can be met comfortably without the release of SUB047. Many of the currently constrained sites are expected to be delivered well before 2036, making the release of additional greenfield land unnecessary. Once Midlothian’s agricultural land is built upon, it is lost forever.
5. Direct Conflict with Key NPF4 Policies
The proposed allocation conflicts with multiple National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) policies:
Policy 8 – Green Belts
· SUB047 sits within designated green belt land.
· The proposal does not meet any of the justified exceptions required under NPF4.
· A development of this scale threatens the openness, landscape setting, and separation between communities such as Damhead, Loanhead, and Straiton.
· NPF4 emphasises the need to prevent unsustainable urban expansion — SUB047 clearly constitutes such expansion.
Policy 5 – Soils
· The site comprises prime, productive agricultural land, which NPF4 requires to be safeguarded.
· Development is only permitted on such land in exceptional circumstances, none of which apply here.
Policy 3 – Biodiversity
· Development must result in biodiversity enhancement.
· Given the cumulative pressures already placed on the area’s wildlife and habitats, a development of this scale risks delivering a net loss in biodiversity.
· No credible or adequate mitigation measures have been demonstrated.
Policy 4 – Natural Places
· NPF4 requires the protection of landscape character and locally important natural features.
· SUB047 would contribute to coalescence between rural communities and erode the distinctive rural character of the area, which directly contradicts this policy.
Policy 29(b) – Rural Development
· Development in rural areas must be appropriately scaled, sited, and designed to align with the area’s existing character.
· A 400-home extension into open countryside is wholly inconsistent with this requirement.
Conclusion
The proposed inclusion of SUB047 is unjustified, unsustainable, and contrary to both national and local planning policy. It would place unacceptable pressure on local infrastructure, erode valuable agricultural land, damage biodiversity, and undermine the character and identity of the Damhead area.
For these reasons, the Damhead & District Community Council urges Midlothian Council to remove SUB047 from the MLDP2 proposals.
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